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Charlie Foran to step down as the Institute for Canadian Citizenship’s CEO
Architect of 6 Degrees to complete term in 2019
TORONTO, July 11, 2018—Charlie Foran, CEO of the Institute for Canadian Citizenship (ICC), announced
today that he will be completing his term at the helm of the organization in early 2019.
“Charlie has led us through a period of exceptional growth”, said the Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson, cofounder and co-chair of the ICC. “Over the past four years he has steered the dynamic expansion and
reinvention of our cornerstone programs—the Building Citizenship and Cultural Access Pass programs.
At the same time, he conceived of and has firmly established 6 Degrees as a driving force in responding
to the rise in nativism and exclusion across the globe.”
Launched in 2016, 6 Degrees is an immersive annual three-day forum in Toronto focusing on citizenship
and inclusion. Since then, it has grown to include a series of one-day events across Canada and around
the world. This year, 6 Degrees Toronto will take place from September 24 to 26, followed by 6 Degrees
Berlin on November 12. By the end of Foran’s term, the ICC will have published seven reports through
its research arm, Ideas & Insights, and completed the digital transformation of its Cultural Access Pass
program.
“When we first asked Charlie to suspend his writing and teaching career to help us achieve our vision of
broader global impact, we couldn’t have imagined a quadrupling of the ICC’s work in such a short
period”, said John Ralston Saul, co-founder and co-chair. “We are so grateful for the passion and
authenticity he brings to the ICC, and for the truly inspirational leadership that will see us through to the
start of 2019.”
“It’s been an honour to usher the ICC into its second decade,” said Foran. “The ICC is unique, not just in
what we do but also in how we do it. And from the outset, I’ve worked alongside great people—the best
way to ensure that the critical work we do on citizenship and inclusion has lasting impact.”
Foran is a Member of the Order of Canada. He is past president of PEN Canada, a senior fellow at
Massey College in the University of Toronto, and an adjunct professor in the Department of English at
the University of Toronto. The author of 11 books, his literary papers are housed in the archives at the
Thomas J. Bata Library at Trent University.
###

About the Institute for Canadian Citizenship
Powered by a passionate and committed national network, the Institute for Canadian Citizenship (ICC)
delivers programs and special projects that inspire Canadians to be inclusive, create opportunities to
connect, and encourage active citizenship. Partnering with community volunteers and iconic cultural
institutions, the ICC celebrates new Canadian citizens at more than 75 community citizenship
ceremonies each year. The Cultural Access Pass is unique in the world, offering new citizens free access
to more than 1400 cultural attractions during their first year of citizenship. Ideas & Insights is a leading
source of research on citizenship and inclusion—social, cultural, political and economic. 6 Degrees
extends the reach of the ICC’s work through a global conversation on inclusion and citizenship in the 21st
century. The ICC is a national charity co-founded by the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson and John
Ralston Saul.
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